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COMMUNITY FORUM

RIVERBEND

Very slowly, spring is arriving. Change is
in the air. As with every new season, forme,
it is a time to reflect on the past fewmonths
and to look forward to new beginnings.
My husband just recently celebrated his

60th birthday. He is anxiously awaiting
his first Canada Pension Plan cheque.
Beginning a newdecade however,makes
us contemplate our time remaining on this
beautiful planet, and forces us to take stock
of what is truly important in life.
During a recent visit to our accountant,

wewere reminded to revisit our important
documents annually. He stressed the
importance of having our affairs in order. It
is a good reminder to revisit wills, power-of-
attorney documents, and health directives
to ensure that the information is current and
valid.My husband and I hope to live long
and happy lives, but putting our affairs in
order will simplify things for thosewe love
and leave behind.
Spring is about new beginnings. It is the

season of hope. Although it is a fickle season,
I love it because it signals rebirth.
The robins are back, and the geese

have returned to our lake. Each day, new

migrating birds appear atmy deck feeders.
Redwinged blackbirds, finches, and juncos
are all enjoying the black sunflower seeds.
The rabbits have started chasing each other
around the yard, which can onlymean that
the bunnies will soon be here as well.
I scanmy yard daily for the first signs of

new growth. A few perennials have poked
their heads out of the ground. I ambusily
planning this year’s vegetable garden and
have started tomato, pepper, and squash
seeds indoors. I plan to expand one of
my flower gardens, and plan to add some
wildflowers to themix this summer. I am
contemplating a small backyard patio, and
want to buy a small fire pit, so that we can
enjoy some backyard bonfires.
My husband and I recently volunteered

at theWinnipeg Art Gallery’s Art in Bloom
event. Being surrounded by beautiful
flowers, and the scent of roses, remindedme
that soonwewill see the first blooms appear
outside.
Spring is an exciting season.We have six

months of fineweather ahead. It is time to
tune up the bikes and clean up the gardens
and the yard. It is time to reconnect with
neighbours that we haven’t seen over the
winter.
Change is definitely in the air these days.

Let’s get outside and enjoy themarvellous
natural world.

Joanne O’Leary is a community
correspondent for Riverbend. Contact her at
jeffandjoanne@hotmail.com
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The Art in Bloom festival at the Winnipeg
Art Gallery was a reminder that the days
of fresh blooms in our own gardens are just
around the corner.

Ah, the joys of spring...

COMMUNITY
CORRESPONDENT

Joanne
O’Leary

I want to wish a happy spring to all of you!
This season is the perfect time to renew

our commitment to safety. As we continue to
cultivate safety in our homes and neighbour-
hoods, I ampleased to share details about
the City ofWinnipeg’s SAFE Family (Smoke
AlarmFor Every Family) Program.
This residential smoke alarm installa-

tion program seeks to ensure every home
is equippedwith a functional smoke alarm,
and our community is the first area to
benefit from this city-wide initiative.The
SAFE Family program is running inNorth
Winnipeg until the end of June this year.

Smoke alarms are installed by appointment
between 10 a.m. to noon and 1:30 p.m. to 4
p.m. on Saturdays.
Aworking smoke alarm is a basic, fun-

damental requirement for home fire safety.
We aremost vulnerable to the threat posed
by firewhenwe sleep. In the event of fire, a
properly installed andmaintained smoke
alarmwill provide an early warning alarm to
your household.
Realizing the importance of this warning

system, the SAFE Family programwill supply
and install smoke alarms in owner-occupied
households that are not yet equippedwith
a functioning alarm.Homeowners who, for
any reason, do not have the resources to
supply and install a smoke alarm can apply
to have one provided by the program free of
charge.
This program is open to owner-occupied

households inwhich a smoke alarm is

missing, defective, ormore than 10 years
old.The application andmore information
can be found at winnipeg.ca/FPS/
CommunityRelations/SafeFamily.stm or by
calling 311.
Please note that if you live in a rental

property, fire prevention bylaws require the
property to be equippedwith functional
smoke alarms by the owners.
Alongwith crime prevention and other

safety initiatives in our community, fire
safety is a very high priority ofmine. I would
encourage each of you to take advantage of
the opportunity the SAFE Family program
presents to ensure your home is fire-safe.
As always,my office at 646 Leila Ave. is ac-

cessible for residents to reach out to with any
safety concerns or ideas. You can also reach
me by phone at 204-986-5264 or email devi@
winnipeg.ca

SAFE program helping northWinnipeg
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