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Support local business this holiday season

Our area and city are home to so many local 
businesses. Th ese stores and services sup-
port economic growth, provide employment 
opportunities, and make our experiences 
more vibrant and unique.

Th is year has been challenging for all of us, 
amidst health concerns, anxiety, being un-
able to see loved ones, fi nancial uncertainty, 
and more. For local shops, there has also 
been the layer of stress of fi nancially surviv-
ing through this pandemic. Th e necessary 
and important restrictions implemented 
to curtail the spread of COVID-19 have had 
signifi cant impacts on local businesses.

Th is December, our celebrations and 
refl ections will be very diff erent from past 
years. In this holiday season, I’d like to 
encourage all of you to consider purchasing 
local gifts and foods, if you’re fi nancially able 
to do so. Th is supports our city’s economic 
recovery, off ers meaningful and unique gifts 
to those we care for.

Th ere’s been government support for 
small businesses, and we all know commu-
nity support is often what makes or breaks a 
business. Th is is why it’s been so inspiring to 
see Winnipeggers rising up to support local. 
In particular, Obby Khan and Ali Esmail re-
cently launched goodlocal.ca, a website that 
helps make it easier and more convenient to 

buy from local companies. Th e overwhelm-
ing demand they’ve seen is testament to our 
city’s incredible community spirit.

Th ere are also many other ways to support 
local businesses. Sharing and engaging with 
social media hashtags and accounts that pro-
mote local businesses can help elevate them 
to a larger platform and broader reach. I am 
always proud of the support Winnipeggers 
show towards small businesses, especially 
now during these economically challenging 

times. Winnipeggers always come together 
to support one another. Th at is our way.  

As always, if you have any questions, 
comments, or want to share about a local 
business you’re supporting, you can reach 
me by email at devi@winnipeg.ca or phone 
at 204-986-5264. 

From my family to yours, we wish you 
peace, health and happiness throughout the 
coming new year. 

Happy holidays.
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Coun. Devi Sharma (Old Kildonan) (right) picks up a bouquet outside Petals Flowers & 
Gifts from owner Sabyna Sawka. 
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Legislature passes Somali Heritage Week Act

On Dec. 3, Bill 218 — the Somali Heritage 
Week Act — was passed with unanimous 
support in the Manitoba legislature. 

Bill 218 recognizes June 25 to July 1 as 
Somali Heritage Week, which celebrates the 
many social, economic and cultural contri-
butions of Somali peoples in Manitoba. Th e 
act commemorates several dates of especial 
signifi cance to the Somali community — in-
cluding Somalia’s Independence Day, which 
is July 1.

 Th is becomes the second bill of its kind 
to be passed in North America. Th e fi rst 
was passed in Ontario by NDP MPP Faisal 

Hassan and inspired constituents of Union 
Station to bring the idea to me in the hope 
that we could achieve a similar outcome in 
Manitoba. Th e bill is supported by numerous 
Manitoba Somali organizations, including 
Bilal Community and Family Centre and 
three organizations located in Union Station 
— Somali Community Centre, Somali Unity 
Centre and Somali Outreach Centre. 

I was honoured to be able to bring forward 
Bill 218 as it is legislation that was identifi ed 
as meaningful and important to so many 
Manitobans. Listening to constituents and 
amplifying your voices in the Manitoba leg-
islature is what I was elected to do and there 
are many creative ways we can work together 
to celebrate, uplift and recognize the dy-
namic cultures, identities and contributions 
of community members in Union Station. 

We can all look forward to celebrating the 
fi rst-ever offi  cial Somali Heritage Week in 

Manitoba this upcoming June 2021.
Finally, I know that many Union Station 

families will be celebrating the holidays very 
diff erently this year. Th e pandemic presents 
ongoing diffi  culties and sadly, many Manito-
bans have lost their lives to COVID-19. I send 
my sincere condolences to each and every 
person, family, and community that is strug-
gling with those losses. 

In the midst of these challenging times, 
let’s make an eff ort to show kindness, care 
and consideration wherever we can. Now 
more than ever, we need to stay connected 
and come together as Manitobans. Even the 
smallest gesture can go a long way.

I wish you all a safe, healthy and happy 
holiday season. 

If you would like to contact us, our 
constituency offi  ce is located at Unit 1-331 
Smith St. Call 204-306-8581 or email uzoma.
asagwara@yourmanitoba.ca 

Uzoma Asagwara
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