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Ordinarily, I write this column about the 

matters I’m working on as your city coun-

cillor. From roads to parks to cannabis 

regulation, I always appreciate hearing your 

perspectives and advocating for thoughtful 

solutions. 

Th is month, I’d like to share with you 

about another role I have on city council — 

that of speaker of council. 

I was fi rst elected as speaker by my council 

colleagues in 2013. I appreciate their con-

tinued confi dence and the opportunity to 

work with each of them to continue moving 

Winnipeg forward. 

Th e role of the speaker is to chair council 

meetings and maintain decorum, respect, 

and fairness during debate. Unlike the role of 

speaker at the provincial or federal govern-

ment, I do get to fully participate in the 

debate and am allowed to vote on all matters 

before council. Th is means I can serve as 

speaker while still advocating for the citizens 

of Old Kildonan and Winnipeg. 

I take great pride in developing positive, 

collaborative relationships with all city coun-

cillors, which I draw upon to work together 

towards improvements to our neighbour-

hoods and our entire city.  

I continue to shed light on the issues im-

pacting residents of Old Kildonan. I recently 

spoke on transit, taxi and ride share service, 

the issue of cannabis growth in residential 

areas, and the overall city budget. I will 

continue to stand up for our community in 

this way.

Like so many other things in our lives, the 

proceedings of city council have been altered 

during the pandemic. As speaker of coun-

cil, I am very keen to ensure that our civic 

democratic processes continue operating 

eff ectively. Together with council and the 

city clerk’s offi  ce, we implemented electronic 

council and committee meetings, we now 

broadcast electronic meetings on YouTube, 

and we have made it possible for citizens 

and delegations to appear remotely.

I know Winnipeggers value having open, 

transparent, and respectful debate where 

every council member is given a fair oppor-

tunity to speak for their constituents. I en-

courage you to continue tuning in to council 

meetings which are livestreamed online and 

also aired by Shaw TV. You can fi nd more in-

formation about watching council meetings 

at www.winnipeg.ca  

As always, feel free to reach out to my of-

fi ce with any of your ideas, perspectives, or 

concerns about things you’re seeing in our 

ward and city. 

You can reach out by phoning 204-986-

5264 or by emailing devi@winnipeg.ca 

Supplied photo 

Old Kildonan city councillor Devi Sharma is pictured in the speaker’s chair at Winnipeg 
City Hall.
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All Proceeds Are For the Benefit of Khartum Shriners

Khartum Shriners

Fruit Cakes
3 lb. box

( 3 individually wrapped portions)

$20.00
Khartum Cash Kalendar 2021

Only 1500 Printed

!!LAST CHANCE!!
$20.00

(extra cost if Mailed)

Lotto License: LGA-2392-RF-34884

$15,975.00 Total Cash Prizes
365 Cash Draws

2 Batch Draw Dates:  April 20 & June 15, 2021

Khartum Shrine Centre
1155  Wilkes Ave.

Winnipeg, MB  R3P 1B9

Ordering & Payment 
Place an Order:

Phone 204 925-1430
e-mail: office@khartumshriners.org

Payment:
Mail: send cheque including your name,

address & phone#

Phone Orders: with Credit Card#

or etransfer payment: send to:

office@khartumshriners.org

Curb-side Pick-up Available

Cookie Asortment
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$10.00
Lost & Found

“I’d love to bring some 
hope and joy to people’s 
hearts, and what better 
time,” said Larry Kunkel,
a lifelong musician from 
Transcona.

On Feb. 2, Kunkel’s latest 
record Lost & Found will 
be available on streaming 
platforms worldwide. The 
recording was done at 
DACAPO Studios with 
producer Nolan Balzer
over the last four years. 
However, Kunkel’s been 
working on the songs since his last record, 
Good News, was released in 2000.

“I did this slowly, wrote a few more songs,” 
said Kunkel, who runs the Rust Check and
Madison Car Wash in St. James with his three
sons. “I’ve been working on the songs, what 
instrumentation we’d use, what the line up 
would look like. I’m not a full-time musician, so 
I would book the time whenever I could.” 

While Lost & Found is a Christian record, the
production, which features industry heavy-
hitters like Murray Pulver, would not be out of 
place on country radio.

“When you have Murray Pulver on your stuff, 
that’s Nashville quality,” Kunkel said.

Inspired by storytellers 
like Gordon Lightfoot and
the “peaceful, easy feeling”
of the Eagles, Kunkel’s 
songs combine a lifetime 
of musical experience with 
his passion for sharing the
gospel. “I’m a Christian 
man, and that kind of took 
over my heart,” said Kunkel, 
who started playing
professionally in dance
bands around Transcona
with his father, uncle, and
brother when he was a
teenager. “What I’ve been 

writing over the last 25 years has been really 
focused towards that.” 

As a young man, Kunkel fell in with the
D-Drifters, recording the Southbound album
in 1979 and touring with the band for a couple
years before members went their separate ways.
At that time, Kunkel settled down and started a
family. But he never stopped playing music.

But for Kunkel, the message in his music is 
paramount. Anything else is a bonus. “I’m not in
it for the money,” he said. “My goal is not to take,
but to give. It’s beautiful music, I think people 
can appreciate it just for the music. But the
message behind is what could change a life.” For
more information, visit www. larrykunkel.com.

In tough times, music can be a beacon in the darkness.

Visit larrykunkel.com


