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In February, we celebrated I Love to Read 

Month. I enjoyed reading to students by 

video throughout the Seven Oaks School 

Division. 

Like most things, this looked diff erent 

from past years, but technology provided 

a fantastic way for us to still connect and 

share our love of books. Growing up, I really 

enjoyed visiting the library and reading the 

books my teachers had in our classrooms. 

Th is blossomed into a lifelong love of read-

ing, a love that is shared by my family.

Th ank you to our parents, teachers and 

librarians for nurturing our love of reading, 

especially during I Love to Read Month. Dur-

ing this pandemic, as many of our activities 

look diff erent, reading remains a wonder-

ful tool for understanding diverse cultures, 

discovering innovative ideas in our ever-

changing world, travelling on adventures or 

simply escaping into an imaginary world. It 

is a central way to learn, grow, and connect 

in today’s society.

I’m pleased that, at the start of March, the 

City of Winnipeg was able to safely re-open 

its public libraries for contactless pick-up 

service and returns. For those who wish to 

use this service, pick-up requests can be 

placed online, through the WPL mobile app, 

or by phone.

Library staff  are working hard to maintain 

stringent safety measures. All returned items 

are quarantined for at least 96 hours before 

processing. To help with ensuring every-

one’s health and safety, anyone visiting the 

library must wear a face mask, use the self-

assessment symptom checklist, sanitize their 

hands, and maintain physical distancing of 

at least two metres.

I’d also like to remind each of you about 

Winnipeg’s digital library, which can be 

accessed at this link: https://guides.wpl.

winnipeg.ca/e

Th rough this digital library, users can 

download eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMaga-

zines, newspapers, movies, music and 

research sources. 

As always, feel free to reach out to my of-

fi ce with any of your ideas, perspectives, or 

concerns about things you’re seeing in our 

ward and city. Please connect by phoning 

204-986-5264 or by emailing devi@winni-

peg.ca

Nurturing a love of reading
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Coun. Devi Sharma (Old Kildonan) reads to Seven Oaks School Division students virtually 
during I Love to Read Month.

THE MAPLES

Because of the prevailing  pandemic, being 

cooped-up and restricted from any real 

gathering will certainly have a huge eff ect 

on people’s well-being. However, folks are 

coming up with creative ways to beat the 

COVID-19 blues.

An open mic for seniors group, in associa-

tion with Seven Oaks Immigration Services, 

is holding weekly online interactive concerts 

on Sundays that are open to all. Show times 

are 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

“It’s a fun avenue where seniors could stay 

connected and they can have the opportu-

nity to share their hidden talents in singing, 

telling a story or a joke and even play an in-

strument,” said co-ordinator Ernesto Ofi aza. 

To participate, please email: 

settlement@7osks.org 

Th is activity is one of several support 

programs of the Maples area SOIS. Th e 

SOIS created a Seven Oaks Seniors Advisory 

Group a few years ago to build relationships 

and enhance active participation among the 

seniors from various cultures in the area. 

Th e program also promotes and supports 

volunteerism through mentorship and edu-

cation. For more info, call 204-697-5967.

Other popular spring-thaw activities are 

walking and cycling. It’s generally agreed 

that simple and regular outdoor activities 

result in a series of health benefi ts. 

Over the past decade, the City of Win-

nipeg has been somewhat aggressively 

building much-needed walking and cycling 

trails within the city’s active transportation 

network. 

Th e Keewatin Street Pathway and the 

North Winnipeg Pathway between St. John’s 

Park and south of Redwood Avenue are two 

popular trails. 

Derek Dabee is a member of the board of 
trustees of Seven Oaks School Division and 
a community correspondent for Th e Maples. 
You can contact him at ddabee@mymts.net
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Open mic participant Ernesto Ofi aza plays 
his ukulele in his home during an online 
concert.
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