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As we spend more time outdoors in the warmer weather, we tend to 

notice out-of-place things such as graffi  ti in our community.

 Recently, there has been an increase in graffi  ti throughout Winni-

peg. Many of you have reached out to 311 and my offi  ce in search of 

ways to prevent and remove it. Th e City of Winnipeg invests roughly 

a million dollars annually on graffi  ti removal, off ering a year-round, 

free-of-charge graffi  ti removal service for residents and businesses 

that have been damaged.

Like each of you, I greatly value having a beautiful community. 

Winnipeggers deserve to enjoy outdoors spaces without seeing 

things that can decrease community pride. Th ere are a few things 

we can do to prevent graffi  ti. Areas that are well-fenced, well-lit, and 

include greenery are less likely to be targeted by taggers — those who 

write graffi  ti. 

When graffi  ti appears, it should be removed as soon as possible. 

Information on how to remove graffi  ti can be found on the City 

of Winnipeg website: https://winnipeg.ca/publicworks/streets/

graffi  tiControl/default.stm

You can also call 311 to request help with graffi  ti cleanup.

Reporting graffi  ti is important because it helps the city understand 

and analyze which areas are more prone to the issue. You can report 

to the police non-emergency line at 204-986-6222 or online: https://

winnipeg.ca/police/report/default.stm#property 

If you’d like to submit an anonymous tip, you can contact Crime 

Stoppers at 204-786-TIPS. Graffi  ti on hydro poles or boxes can be 

reported to Manitoba Hydro, and any graffi  ti on telephone poles or 

boxes can be reported to MTS. 

While graffi  ti is inappropriate or damaging to property, commis-

sioned art is beautiful and showcases the talent of artists. Just last fall, 

there was a mural created on Main Street at the Gwen Secter Creative 

Living Centre. I’ve been happy to support such community art that 

makes our streets more vibrant and welcoming.

Continue to reach out to me about emerging issues, which helps 

me develop timely plans to address them. I value your input and ap-

preciate your views on our various neighbourhoods that make up our 

larger community of Old Kildonan. 

As always, if you have any questions, comments, or ideas, you can 

reach me by email at devi@winnipeg.ca or by phone at 204-986-5264. 

Getting rid of graffi ti in our community
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Devi Sharma
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Coun. Devi Sharma (Old Kildonan), Coun. Ross Eadie (Mynarski), 
artist James Culleton, and Dan Saidman were pictured at the 
unveiling of Culleton’s mural at Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre 
in September 2020.

GARDEN CITY
Th e COVID-19 pandemic has aff ected us 

all in some way or another. Loss of jobs, 

working hours cut, being able to spend time 

with our families... so many things have been 

aff ected.

But small businesses have really been hit 

the hardest, between bars and restaurants 

being closed and retailers being asked to  

limit the numbers of people in their stores. 

With all the big-name stores in the market-

place remaining open, many small busi-

nesses just can’t compete. 

While some are struggling, others have 

had to close altogether. It’s a struggle to 

continue on with rent, bills and not enough 

income. Th ere really isn’t any other choice 

for these businesses but to close. And it’s a 

huge loss when these businesses have been 

around for many years and are well-known 

in their communities. 

So what can we do to make a diff erence 

and help struggling businesses? 

Shop local. Th at’s the answer. 

Most of us shop for groceries at Super-

store, Walmart or Sobeys. We buy clothes 

and items we need from all the chain stores 

but we can also help support the smaller 

stores. 

Here are some ways to support small and 

locally owned businesses:

• Don’t feel like cooking? — If you are going 

to order dinner for pick up or delivery, make 

a deliberate choice to use choose a locally 

owned restaurant;

• Try to fi nd a local store that sells a prod-

uct you are looking for before choosing to 

shop at a big chain store;

• Check out local stores that you have 

never been to. You will fi nd new and exciting 

products;

• Donate to local groups;

• Donate to local Animal Rescues or adopt 

an animal from them. Rescues are strug-

gling, too; 

If you have friends or family members 

who own a business, do your best to sup-

port them. Purchase an item or two. Share 

their Facebook page. And tell your friends 

and family about their businesses. Word of 

mouth is a great way to help increase their 

profi les. 

Like and share the Facebook and Ins-

tagram pages of businesses you like. Post 

photos of products you have purchased from 

them. 

Remember that some locally owned stores 

off er curbside pick up and online ordering. 

So if you are social distancing you don’t have 

to worry about interacting with other people. 

It’s true that local store owners are excited 

to have you choose them. Th e money goes 

to support their families. Th ey can’t survive 

without you.

Jennifer Laferriere is a community corre-
spondent for Garden City. 

Do your part to help local businesses
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