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Anthology shares pandemic refl ections

With summer fi nally here, it seems brighter 

days are ahead of us. Th e midpoint of sum-

mer break often presents an opportunity to 

refl ect on the growth during the last school 

year and look towards a more hopeful future. 

We should congratulate all our students on 

the many ways they’ve learned to navigate 

the challenges they faced. Th ey’ve had to ad-

just between in-person learning and remote 

classes, along with the immense disruption 

this brought to their everyday lives.

 Like so many of you, I’ve seen fi rsthand 

as a parent the resilience and maturity of our 

children, the support of our families, and the 

dedication of our exceptional teachers.

Earlier this year, Seven Oaks School Divi-

sion Supt. Brian O’ Leary and I were discuss-

ing the tremendous and inspiring strength 

students, teachers, and parents have shown 

during the pandemic. 

We felt it would be important to create a 

space where students could share what they 

were feeling. Th e idea of an anthology titled 

Apart, Yet Together was born. 

Th is was a collaborative project between 

me, Seven Oaks School Division and the 

True North Youth Foundation’s Project 11 

to create a book fi lled with beautiful writing, 

poetry, and artwork from kindergarten to 

Grade 8 students in the Seven Oaks School 

Division. I was pleased to support this proj-

ect through a Winnipeg Wellness Grant.

Th is wonderful initiative provided a me-

dium for some of the youngest in our com-

munity to share their personal refl ections of 

this unusual and unprecedented time. 

Apart, Yet Together also leaves a signifi cant 

legacy as it records and documents for future 

generations how our children perceived 

what was happening in their world during 

such a unique and unstable time in history. 

Reading the pages of this anthology has 

left me inspired. You can fi nd the book in 

school libraries and in our Winnipeg Public 

Libraries. I believe one of the key goals of our 

public library system is sharing and learning 

the stories of our community. Showcasing 

this anthology in this way aligns so beauti-

fully with that objective.
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Collicutt School principal Fatumah Mbabaal; Coun. Devi Sharma (Old Kildonan); teacher 
Dana Brown; student Harvy Frany; SOSD divisional principal Shelley Warkentin; and 
students Kier Gray and Julia Marques show off copies of Apart, Yet Together outside 
Collicutt School.
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Devi Sharma

One of my favourite parts of being your MLA 

for Union Station is honouring community 

members for their achievements, as you are 

what makes Union Station so special.

Th is year, I was able to present awards to 

fi ve graduates of the University of Winnipeg 

Collegiate and the Winnipeg Adult Educa-

tion Centre.

I’d like to wish a special congratulations to 

these fi ve students — as well as all students 

in Union Station and across the province — 

for your resilience and perseverance while 

navigating such a diffi  cult year. Now that 

pandemic restrictions have eased a bit, I 

hope you can fi nd ways to celebrate your 

achievements safely with your family and 

friends.

Th e NDP caucus is committed to ensuring 

that our schools provide all students with 

the tools they need to succeed. Th at’s why 

we used our ability as the offi  cial Opposition 

to delay Bill 64, Th e Education Moderniza-

tion Act, until the fall. Parents, students, and 

educators from across the province have 

been overwhelmingly speaking up against 

this bill, but the Progressive Conservatives 

refuse to listen. 

We recently found out that the board re-

sponsible for overseeing the implementation 

of Bill 64 is made up entirely of hand-picked 

political appointees. Not a single educator 

was selected to sit on this very important 

board. Th ese political appointments are only 

going to make it easier for the PCs to make 

cuts to our kids’ classrooms, just like the $5 

million they cut in the 2020-21 school year. 

Our schools need more investment to get 

through this pandemic, not less.

Bill 64 also forces parent volunteers — 

through unpaid school community councils 

— to pick up all the work currently done by 

school boards and trustees. 

Downtown Winnipeg was hit hard by the 

pandemic and many people are struggling 

to fi nancially recover. Union Station parents 

are busy paying rent and putting food on 

the table. Th ey don’t have time to do unpaid 

labour to backfi ll the PCs’ education cuts. 

Th is means that low-income families in our 

community will not be well represented on 

these school community councils. 

Bill 64 hasn’t passed yet, but the PCs are 

acting like it has and refuse to listen to con-

cerned Manitobans. 

To sign up to speak at committee, call the 

Legislative Clerk’s offi  ce at 204-945-3636. As 

always, you can contact me with any ques-

tions or concerns at 204-306-8581 or uzoma.

asagwara@yourmanitoba.ca

Congratulating grads and a Bill 64 update
Uzoma Asagwara
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