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WEST Edition

With the arrival of warmer weather, our 

family looks forward to engaging with all 

that Winnipeg’s summers have to offer, and I 

hope your family does as well.

Many of you use city parks to hold family 

and community events. In past years, I know 

there have been challenges with booking 

park space and that improvements to sim-

plify this process were needed. In response 

to this I put forward a motion, co-sponsored 

by Coun. Jeff Browaty (North Kildonan), to 

review the parks booking process in order 

to make it more user-friendly and efficient. I 

am now pleased to report that the park rental 

e-form was launched earlier this spring, 

alongside a revitalized parks web portal at 

www.winnipeg.ca

The new form allows would-be renters to 

select their group size, preferred site, and 

preferred date, enter supplemental infor-

mation, such as equipment and insurance 

requirements, and then submit the form 

online for approval and follow-up.

Prior to the e-form, reserving a site relied 

completely on phone, email, mail, and 

in-person processes. Reservation requests 

were submitted via 311 or directly by resi-

dent using paper forms and were processed 

manually, which sometimes took several 

business days to complete.

The new form speeds that process, and 

allows users the freedom to explore multiple 

sites prior to making their request. As we 

head into a busy summer season, we’re so 

happy to offer Winnipeggers an easier way to 

plan their days in the park.

On Saturday, June 4, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

at Kildonan Park, Trees Winnipeg is hosting 

Arbor Day celebrations, a combined event 

in partnership with its annual ReLeaf event. 

ReLeaf aims to provide low-cost tree packag-

es to Winnipeggers to expand and broaden 

our urban canopy. Arbor Day is a free, family 

event which celebrates the importance of 

trees in our communities and the arborists 

who care for them. Some of the planned ac-

tivities include tree climbing, crafts, zip-lin-

ing, bucket truck rides, and tree planting.

You can reach me by email at devi@

winnipeg.ca or by phone at 204-986-5264.

Park rentals now much simpler
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Renting facilities for events in city parks can now be done online at winnipeg.ca

FORT ROUGE

On May 22, I joined local volunteers with 

spring cleanup 2 in the South Osborne area.

Sam Rivait, part owner of Good Fortune 

Barbershop, was the main organizer of this 

event. It was called Cleanup 2 because it 

was the second time the barber shop ran the 

event. 

By early afternoon there were only five 

T-shirts left on the snacks and cleaning 

supplies table.

One hundred T-shirts had been available 

for giveaway. This meant that there were 

approximately 95 volunteers in the fields, 

streets and boulevards.

The T-shirts featured a lovely design of 

flowers and grasses. Ten-year-old Nora drew 

this picture for a competition and her draw-

ing was chosen to decorate the giveaway 

T-shirts and tote bags. All of the neighbour-

hood businesses chipped in for the cost of 

these giveaway items.

Snacks and beverages were available for 

the participants. Some of these came from 

Little Sister Cafe, Chocolate Zen bakery and 

Tabula Rasa, a restaurant located at Beres-

ford and Osborne. Coffee was supplied by 

Little Sister; cookies came from Chocolate 

Zen and bruschetta was provided by Tabula 

Rasa. 

Water and juice were provided by Good 

Fortune Barbershop. The City of Winnipeg 

contributed gloves and garbage bags. The 

cleanup crew was quite visible picking up 

garbage. I filled one garbage bag, which was 

heavy to carry because it contained some 

metal garbage. It also held numerous medi-

cal masks — pandemic litter. 

Some of the volunteers filled second and 

third bags. It was inspiring to see the volun-

teers make South Osborne look cleaner and 

uncluttered.

Kate Bousfield, also from the Good For-

tune Barbershop was picking up litter when I 

asked about who was running this event. She 

was back at the snacks and supply table for a 

short while before going into the field to pick 

up more litter.

If I have one suggestion based on this 

experience, it would be that South Osborne 

could use a few more garbage cans. The 

container in front of the Osborne Library is 

well used. 

For now, South Osborne is looking pretty 

good. Let us hope it stays that way following 

all of the efforts of the volunteers.

Dianne Doney is a community correspon-
dent for Fort Rouge. You can contact her at 
diannemary@hotmail.com  

Cleanup spruces up South Osborne
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